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1
LIGHT-EMITTING DEVICE

The present application is based on Japanese patent appli-
cation No. 2012-122153 filed on May 29, 2012, the entire
contents of which are incorporated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The invention relates to a light-emitting device.

2. Related Art

Conventionally, a light-emitting device in which a light-
emitting element is sealed with a dome-shaped sealing resin
is known (see, e.g., JP-A-2000-286457).

In the light-emitting device as is described in JP-A-2000-
286457, since the sealing resin has a dome shape, an incident
angle oflight radially emitted from the light-emitting element
onto a surface of the sealing resin is small in a wide area.
Therefore, it is possible to suppress total reflection at an
interface between the sealing resin and the air and thus to
improve light extraction efficiency of the light-emitting ele-
ment.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

However, a manufacturing process of the dome-shaped
resin sealing is more complicated, due to the shape thereof,
than a sealing resin having a simple shape such as rectangular
parallelepiped shape. Therefore, it is disadvantageous in that
the manufacturing cost of the light-emitting device is high.

It is an object of the invention to provide a light-emitting
device that may have a high light extraction efficiency or
lower in a manufacturing cost.

(1) According to one embodiment of the invention, a light-
emitting device comprises:

a face-up type LED chip formed rectangular in a top view;
and

a rectangular parallelepiped-shaped sealing portion to seal
the LED chip,

wherein an angle between a side surface of the LED chip
and a side surface of the sealing portion in the top view is
45x13°, and

wherein a portion of light emitted from the LED chip is
emitted through the side surface of the sealing portion.

(2) According to another embodiment of the invention, a
light-emitting device comprises:

aflip-chip type LED chip formed rectangular in a top view;
and

a rectangular parallelepiped-shaped sealing portion to seal
the LED chip,

wherein an angle between a side surface of the LED chip
and a side surface of the sealing portion in the top view is
45x14°, and

wherein a portion of light emitted from the LED chip is
emitted through the side surface of the sealing portion.

In the above embodiment (1) or (2) of the invention, the
following modifications and changes can be made.

(1) A refractive index of the sealing portion is greater than
141.

(ii) The angle between the side surface of the LED chip and
the side surface of the sealing portion is 45°.

(iii) No reflection member is provided on a side of the LED
chip such that light emitted from the LED chip can be
extracted through a side surface of the sealing portion.

(iv) The LED chip comprises a blue LED chip and the
sealing portion comprises a phosphor to generate a yellow
fluorescence.
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2
EFFECTS OF THE INVENTION

According to one embodiment of the invention, a light-
emitting device can be provided that may have a high light
extraction efficiency or lower in a manufacturing cost

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Next, the present invention will be explained in more detail
in conjunction with appended drawings, wherein:

FIG. 1A is a top view showing a light-emitting device in a
first embodiment and FIG. 1B is a vertical cross-sectional
view of the light-emitting device taken on line A-A of FIG.
1A;

FIGS. 2A and 2B are schematic top views showing a rela-
tion between intensity and direction of light emitted from an
LED chip of the light-emitting device in the first embodiment;

FIGS. 3A and 3B are schematic top views showing a rela-
tion between intensity and direction of light emitted from an
LED chip of a light-emitting device as Comparative
Example;

FIGS. 4A and 4B are graphs showing an example of ori-
entation dependence of emission intensity of the LED chip in
the first embodiment;

FIGS. 5A and 5B are graphs showing an example of ori-
entation dependence of emission intensity of the LED chip in
the first embodiment;

FIGS. 6A and 6B are graphs showing an example of ori-
entation dependence of emission intensity of the LED chip in
the first embodiment;

FIG. 7 is an explanatory diagram illustrating a measure-
ment range of emission intensity distribution in FIGS. 4A and
6B;

FIG. 8A is a top view showing a light-emitting device in a
second embodiment and FIG. 8B is a vertical cross-sectional
view of the light-emitting device taken on line B-B of FIG.
8A;

FIGS. 9A and 9B are graphs showing an example of ori-
entation dependence of emission intensity of the LED chip in
the second embodiment;

FIGS. 10A and 10B are graphs showing an example of
orientation dependence of emission intensity of the LED chip
in the second embodiment; and

FIGS. 11A and 11B are graphs showing an example of
orientation dependence of emission intensity of the LED chip
in the second embodiment.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

First Embodiment

FIG. 1A is a top view showing a light-emitting device 10 in
the first embodiment. FIG. 1B is a vertical cross-sectional
view of the light-emitting device 10 taken on line A-A of FIG.
1A. The light-emitting device 10 has a lead frame 11, an LED
chip 12 mounted on the lead frame 11 and having a rectan-
gular shape (including a square) in a top view, and a rectan-
gular parallelepiped-shaped sealing portion 13 formed on the
lead frame 11 to seal the LED chip 12.

The light-emitting device 10 is not provided with any
member such as a reflector to reflect light on the side of the
LED chip 12 such that light emitted from the LED chip 12 can
be also extracted through a side surface 135 of the sealing
portion 13.

The LED chip 12 and the sealing portion 13 are placed so
that an upper surface 12a of the LED chip 12 is parallel to an
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upper surface 13a of the sealing portion 13. An angle 6,
formed by a side surface 126 of the LED chip 12 and the side
surface 135 of the sealing portion 13 is 45£13°.

The LED chip 12 has a chip substrate 120 and a crystal
layer 121. The LED chip 12 is a face-up type LED chip in
which the crystal layer 121 faces upward. The chip substrate
120 is, e.g., a sapphire substrate. The crystal layer 121 is a
layer of, e.g., GaN-based semiconductor formed on the chip
substrate 120 by epitaxial crystal growth and has a light-
emitting layer sandwiched between an n-type semiconductor
layer and a p-type semiconductor layer. The n-type and p-type
semiconductor layers of the crystal layer 121 are respectively
connected to the lead frame 11 by wires 14.

The lead frame 11 is formed of, e.g., Ag. Alternatively,
another member such as a substrate having a wiring on a
surface thereof may be used in place of the lead frame 11.

The sealing portion 13 is formed of a transparent resin such
as silicone resin or epoxy resin. In addition, the sealing por-
tion 13 may contain phosphor particles. When an LED chip to
emit a blue light is used as the LED chip 12 and the sealing
portion 13 contains phosphor particles to generate a yellow
fluorescence, a white light as a mixture of the blue light and
the yellow light can be extracted from the LED chip 12.

FIG. 2A is a schematic top view showing a relation
between intensity and direction of light emitted from the LED
chip 12. In FIG. 2A, a large hollow arrow indicates light with
high intensity and a small solid arrow indicates light with low
intensity. It should be noted that illustrations of members
other than the LED chip 12 and the sealing portion 13 are
omitted in FIG. 2A.

As shown in FIG. 2A, light (the large hollow arrow) emit-
ted from a boundary between adjacent side surfaces 1256 of the
LED chip 12 (emitted from a corner in a top view) in a
direction inclined at 45° with respect to the side surface 125
has higher intensity than light (the small solid arrow) emitted
from the side surface 125 in a direction perpendicular to the
side surface 1254. Although FIG. 2A is a schematic view
showing the upper surface 12a having a square shape, this
relation between intensity and direction of light emitted from
the LED chip 12 holds true even for the upper surface 12a
having a rectangular shape other than square.

As shown in FIG. 2B, intense light emitted from the bound-
ary between adjacent side surfaces 1256 of the LED chip 12 in
a direction inclined at 45° with respect to the side surface 1256
is incident on a side surface of the sealing portion 13 (an
interface between the sealing portion 13 and the air) at a small
incident angle (within 13°, and 0° when 6,=45°) and is thus
transmitted to the outside with almost no internal reflection.
Therefore, the light-emitting device 10 is excellent in light
extraction efficiency.

FIG. 3A is a schematic top view showing a relation
between intensity and direction of light emitted from an LED
chip 52 of a light-emitting device 50 as Comparative
Example. The LED chip 52 is placed so that a side surface 525
and the side surface 135 of the sealing portion 13 form a right
angle (or are parallel) as is a typical conventional LED chip.

In Comparative Example, intense light emitted from a
boundary between adjacent side surfaces 5256 ofthe LED chip
52 in a direction inclined at 45° with respect to the side
surface 524 is incident on the side surface of the sealing
portion 13 at a large incident angle) (45°, as shown in FIG.
3B. Since the incident angle is close to a critical angle, a large
portion of the light is reflected without being transmitted, and
further, the incident angle exceeds the critical angle depend-
ing on a refractive index of the sealing portion 13 and total
reflection occurs. Therefore, light extraction efficiency of the
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4

light-emitting device in Comparative Example is inferior to
that of the light-emitting device 10 in the first embodiment.

FIGS. 4A to 6B are graphs showing examples of orienta-
tion dependence of emission intensity of the LED chip 12. In
the LED chips 12 in FIGS. 4A to 6B, each upper surface 12a
has a square shape and the chip substrates 120 respectively
have thicknesses of 100 pm, 140 um and 180 pm.

The emission intensity distributions shown in FIGS. 4A to
6B were measured by relatively moving a light-receiving
element of an emission intensity measuring device around the
LED chip 12 while maintaining a regular interval. In FIGS.
4A, 5A and 6A, a horizontal axis indicates an angle c and a
vertical axis indicates an angle . In FIGS. 4A, 5A and 6A,
emission intensity is shown by isointensity lines, and a black-
filled area which includes a top of the isointensity line is a
region in which emission intensity is not less than 95% on the
basis of the maximum value. FIGS. 4B, 5B and 6B are graphs
respectively three-dimensionally showing FIGS. 4A, 5A and
6A, in which a height of curved surface shows a level of
emission intensity.

The angles o and § will be described below in reference to
FIG. 7. Here, a center of the upper surface of the LED chip 12
is defined as a center O, an axis passing through the center O
and extending in a direction parallel to one side of the upper
surface of the LED chip 12 is defined as an x-axis, an axis
passing through the center O and orthogonal to the x-axis
within the upper surface of the LED chip 12 is defined as a
y-axis, and an axis passing through the center O and extend-
ing perpendicular to the upper surface of the LED chip 12 is
defined as a z-axis.

The light-receiving element is relatively moved so that a
line segment OR connecting a center R of the light-receiving
element on the z-axis and the center O is tilted by the angle @
in an x-axis direction, and then, the light-receiving element is
further relatively moved so that the line segment OR is tilted
by the angle { in a y-axis direction, and emission intensity is
measured at this position. This measurement was conducted
in a range of —90=0=<90 and -90=<[=90.

FIGS. 4A to 6B show that the light emitted from the bound-
ary between adjacent side surfaces 1256 of the LED chip 12 in
a direction inclined at 45° with respect to the side surface 1256
has particularly high intensity which is higher than that of the
light emitted from the side surface 125 in a direction perpen-
dicular to the side surface 125.

Next, a range of emission angle from the boundary
between adjacent side surfaces 126 of the LED chip 12 which
provides high light intensity (not less than 95%), i.e., a value
w, when expressing a range providing high-intensity light
emission as a direction inclined at 45°+w, with respect to the
side surface 125, is derived from FIGS. 4A to 6B. Here, the
direction inclined at 45° with respect to the side surface 125 is
determined as a center of the angle range because intensity of
light emitted in this direction is particularly high, and also, the
angle 0, formed by the side surface 125 of the LED chip 12
and the side surface 135 of the sealing portion 13 is 45° when
this direction perpendicularly crosses the side surface 135 of
the sealing portion 13 (the incident angle of 0°) and it is
relatively easy to adjust an installation angle of the LED chip
12.

In order to determine the range providing high-intensity
light emission on the basis of the range with the highest
emission intensity, the angle range from the center in the
black-filled area in the upper left of the center of FIG. 4A, that
in the black-filled area in the lower left of the center of FIG.
5A and that in the black-filled area in the upper left of the
center of FIG. 6A are examined. Note that, the angle range
providing high-intensity light emission derived from FIGS.
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4A to 6B is substantially equal to the angle range providing
high-intensity light emission when viewing the LED chip 12
from the top.

On the basis of a direction passing through the boundary
between adjacent side surfaces 125 of the LED chip 12 and
inclined at 45° with respect to the side surface 125, an angle
range in a counterclockwise direction is defined as ®,, an
angle range in a clockwise direction is defined as ®,, and a
minimum value among six ®, and ®, values derived from
FIGS. 4A to 6B is defined as ;.

@, and @, in FIGS. 4A, 4B arerespectively 13°and 43°. @,
and @, in FIGS. 5A, 5B are respectively 23° and 22°. @, and
@, in FIGS. 6 A, 6B are respectively 21° and 17°. If 13° as the
minimum value of the above values is determined as w, it can
be said that the LED chips 12 in FIGS. 4A to 6B emit high
intensity light from the boundary between adjacent side sur-
faces 1256 of the LED chip 12 in a direction inclined at
45°+17° with respect to the side surface 124.

Accordingly, when the angle 0, formed by the side surface
125 ofthe LED chip 12 and the side surface 135 of the sealing
portion 13 is 45+13°, high intensity light is incident on the
side surface of the sealing portion 13 at a small incident angle
(a portion of the high intensity light is incident on the side
surface of the sealing portion 13 at an incident angle of 0°)
and is transmitted to the outside with almost no internal
reflection.

Second Embodiment

The second embodiment is different from the first embodi-
ment in a form of the LED chip. Note that, explanations of the
same features as those in the first embodiment will be omitted
or simplified.

FIG. 8A is a top view showing a light-emitting device 20 in
the second embodiment. FIG. 8B is a vertical cross-sectional
view of the light-emitting device 20 taken on line B-B of FIG.
8A. The light-emitting device 20 has a lead frame 21, an LED
chip 22 mounted on the lead frame 21 and having a rectan-
gular shape (including a square) in a top view, and the rect-
angular parallelepiped-shaped sealing portion 13 formed on
the lead frame 21 to seal the LED chip 22.

In the light-emitting device 20, a member for reflecting
light such as reflector is not included on a side of the LED chip
22 and light emitted from the LED chip 22 is thus also emitted
from the side surface 135 of the sealing portion 13.

The LED chip 22 and the sealing portion 13 are placed so
that an upper surface 22a of the LED chip 22 is parallel to the
upper surface 13a of the sealing portion 13. An angle 6,
formed by a side surface 225 of the LED chip 22 and the side
surface 135 of the sealing portion 13 is 45£14°.

The LED chip 22 has a chip substrate 220 and a crystal
layer 221. The LED chip 22 is a flip-chip type LED chip in
which the crystal layer 221 faces downward. The chip sub-
strate 220 is, e.g., a sapphire substrate. The crystal layer 221
is a layer of, e.g., GaN-based semiconductor formed on the
chip substrate 220 by epitaxial crystal growth and has a light-
emitting layer sandwiched between an n-type semiconductor
layer and a p-type semiconductor layer. The n-type and p-type
semiconductor layers of the crystal layer 221 are respectively
connected to the lead frame 21 by bumps 24.

Inthe LED chip 22, light emitted from a boundary between
adjacent side surfaces 225 of the LED chip 22 in a direction
inclined at 45° with respect to the side surface 225 has higher
intensity than light emitted from the side surface 224 in a
direction perpendicular to the side surface 225 in the same
manner as the LED chip 12 in the first embodiment. Although
FIG. 8A is a schematic view showing the upper surface 22a
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6

having a square shape, this relation between intensity and
direction of light emitted from the LED chip 22 holds true
even for the upper surface 22a having a rectangular shape
other than square.

In addition, intense light emitted from the boundary
between adjacent side surfaces 226 of the LED chip 22 in a
direction inclined at 45° with respect to the side surface 225 is
incident on the side surface ofthe sealing portion 13 at a small
incident angle (within 14°, and 0° when 6,=45°) and is thus
transmitted to the outside with almost no internal reflection.
Therefore, the light-emitting device 20 is excellent in light
extraction efficiency.

FIGS. 9A to 11B are graphs showing examples of orienta-
tion dependence of emission intensity of the LED chip 22. In
the LED chips 22 in FIGS. 9A to 11B, each upper surface 22a
has a square shape and the chip substrates 220 respectively
have thicknesses of 100 pm, 200 um and 375 pm. The emis-
sion intensity distributions shown in FIGS. 9A to 11B were
measured by the same method as the first embodiment.

In FIGS. 9A, 10A and 11A, a horizontal axis indicates an
angle o and a vertical axis indicates an angle 8. In FIGS. 9A,
10A and 11A, emission intensity is shown by isointensity
lines, and a black-filled area which includes a top of the
isointensity line is a region in which emission intensity is not
less than 95% on the basis of the maximum value. FIGS. 9B,
10B and 11B are graphs respectively three-dimensionally
showing FIGS. 9A, 10A and 11A, in which a height of curved
surface shows a level of emission intensity.

FIGS. 9A to 11B show that the light emitted from the
boundary between adjacent side surfaces 2256 of the LED chip
22 in a direction inclined at 45° with respect to the side
surface 225 has particularly high intensity which is higher
than that of the light emitted from the side surface 225 in a
direction perpendicular to the side surface 224.

Next, a range of emission angle from the boundary
between adjacent side surfaces 226 of the LED chip 22 which
provides high light intensity (not less than 95%), i.e., a value
w, when expressing a range providing high-intensity light
emission as a direction inclined at 45°+w, with respect to the
side surface 225 is derived from FIGS. 9A to 11B.

In order to determine the range providing high-intensity
light emission on the basis of the range with the highest
emission intensity, the angle range from the center in the
black-filled area in the upper left of the center of FIG. 9A, that
in the black-filled area in the upper left of the center of FIG.
10A and that in the black-filled area in the upper left of the
center of FIG. 11A are examined. On the basis of a direction
passing through the boundary between adjacent side surfaces
22b of'the LED chip 22 and inclined at 45° with respect to the
side surface 225, an angle range in a counterclockwise direc-
tion is defined as @, an angle range in a clockwise direction
is defined as @, and a minimum value among six ®; and @,
values derived from FIGS. 9A to 11B is defined as w,.

@, and @, in FIGS. 9A, 9B are respectively 38°and 35°. @,
and @, in FIGS. 10A, 10B are respectively 15° and 27°. @,
and @, in FIGS. 11A, 11B arerespectively 22° and 14°. When
14° as the minimum value of the above values is determined
as w,, it can be said that the LED chips 22 in FIGS. 9A to 11B
emit high intensity light from the boundary between adjacent
side surfaces 225 of the LED chip 22 in a direction inclined at
45°+14° with respect to the side surface 2264.

Accordingly, when the angle 0, formed by the side surface
22b of the LED chip 22 and the side surface 135 of the sealing
portion 13 is 45£14°, high intensity light is incident on the
side surface of the sealing portion 13 at a small incident angle
(a portion of the high intensity light is incident on the side
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surface of the sealing portion 13 at an incident angle of 0°)
and is transmitted to the outside with almost no internal
reflection.

Effects of the Embodiments

The first and second embodiments are characterized in an
installation angle of the LED chip in a plane direction with
respect to the sealing portion and this allows a light-emitting
device excellent in light extraction efficiency to be obtained
even using a rectangular parallelepiped-shaped sealing por-
tion which is inexpensive to form.

The light-emitting devices in the first and second embodi-
ments have better light extraction efficiency than a conven-
tional light-emitting device using a rectangular parallelepi-
ped-shaped sealing portion and have superiority which is
increased especially when a refractive index of the sealing
portion is high. This is because, the higher the refractive index
of' the sealing portion, the higher the reflectivity with respect
to the incident angle onto the interface between the sealing
portion and the air.

For example, the critical angle of the interface between the
sealing portion and the air becomes smaller than 45° when the
refractive index of the sealing portion is greater than 1.41 and,
in case that the LED chip is placed at an angle shown in FIG.
3 A, high intensity light emitted from the boundary between
adjacent side surfaces of the LED chip in a direction inclined
at 45° with respect to the side surface is totally reflected at the
interface between the sealing portion and the air, which
causes a significant decrease in light extraction efficiency of
the light-emitting device. Therefore, the first and second
embodiments are remarkably effective especially when the
refractive index of the sealing portion is greater than 1.41.

The present invention is not intended to be limited to the
above-mentioned embodiments, and the various kinds of
modifications can be implemented without departing from
the gist of the invention.

In addition, the invention according to claims is not to be
limited to the above-mentioned embodiments. Further, please
note that all combinations of the features described in the
embodiments are not necessary to solve the problem of the
invention.

What is claimed is:

1. A light-emitting device, comprising:

a face-up type LED chip formed rectangular in a top view;

and

a rectangular parallelepiped-shaped sealing portion to seal

the LED chip,

wherein an angle between a side surface of the LED chip

and a side surface of the sealing portion in the top view
is 45x13°,

wherein a portion of a light emitted from the LED chip is

emitted through the side surface of the sealing portion,
and

wherein the LED chip comprises an insulating substrate.

2. The light-emitting device according to claim 1, wherein
a refractive index of the sealing portion is greater than 1.41.
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3. The light-emitting device according to claim 1, wherein
the angle between the side surface of the LED chip and the
side surface of the sealing portion is 45°.

4. The light-emitting device according to claim 1, wherein
no reflection member is provided on a side of the LED chip
such that light emitted from the LED chip can be extracted
through the side surface of the sealing portion.

5. The light-emitting device according to claim 1, wherein
the LED chip comprises a blue LED chip and the sealing
portion comprises a phosphor to generate a yellow fluores-
cence.

6. The light-emitting device according to claim 1, wherein
a light is incident on the side surface of the sealing portion at
an incident angle of 0°.

7. The light-emitting device according to claim 1, wherein
a light incident on the side surface of the sealing portion is
transmitted to an outside with zero internal reflection.

8. The light-emitting device according to claim 1, wherein
the substrate comprises a sapphire substrate.

9. The light-emitting device according to claim 1, wherein
the angle is defined so as to increase a light extraction effi-
ciency of the device.

10. A light-emitting device, comprising:

aflip-chip type LED chip formed rectangular in a top view;

and

a rectangular parallelepiped-shaped sealing portion to seal

the LED chip,

wherein an angle between a side surface of the LED chip

and a side surface of the sealing portion in the top view
is 45+14°, and

wherein a portion of a light emitted from the LED chip is

emitted through the side surface of the sealing portion,
wherein the LED chip comprises an insulating substrate.

11. The light-emitting device according to claim 10,
wherein a refractive index of the sealing portion is greater
than 1.41.

12. The light-emitting device according to claim 10,
wherein the angle between the side surface of the LED chip
and the side surface of the sealing portion is 45°.

13. The light-emitting device according to claim 10,
wherein no reflection member is provided on a side of the
LED chip such that light emitted from the LED chip can be
extracted through the side surface of the sealing portion.

14. The light-emitting device according to claim 10,
wherein the LED chip comprises a blue LED chip and the
sealing portion comprises a phosphor to generate a yellow
fluorescence.

15. The light-emitting device according to claim 10,
wherein said angle permits said light to be transmitted to an
outside with zero internal reflection.

16. The light-emitting device according to claim 10,
wherein the substrate comprises a sapphire substrate.

17. The light-emitting device according to claim 10,
wherein the angle is defined so as to increase a light extraction
efficiency of the device.
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